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Purpose of the school
Meadow Wood is a primary special school for children with physical and neurological impairments. The purpose of the school is to enable children to learn and achieve within a broad and balanced physical curriculum.
To achieve this, education and health professionals work closely together to ensure an integrated approach to meeting children's learning, therapy and care needs.  

Teaching, Learning and Development Framework

The Meadow Wood teaching, learning and development framework sets out to create a shared understanding of  how  we want our children to learn and develop during their time at  Meadow Wood. It is underpinned by a set of shared values which reflect a belief that we should :

· enable all children to learn and achieve

· promote children’s spiritual, moral, social, creative and cultural development

· prepare children for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adolescence and adult life

· value diversity and difference

Words into actions

We will turn our vision into reality by :

· providing our children with a broad, balanced and relevant physical curriculum to meet their diverse and individual needs which enables them to :

learn, develop and play with each other and with children from other settings 

make choices and take decisions

question, challenge and explore
communicate through verbal language, signs, symbols and appropriate technologies according to their needs and abilities

develop and sustain positive relationships with others

participate as partners in their own learning

develop an understanding of their communities and of the world

develop their physical skills

· integrating our learning, health, therapy and care provision to meet the many and varied needs of children

· ensuring there are considered and agreed approaches to teaching and children’s learning and development

Providing our children with a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum to meet their diverse and individual needs

At Meadow Wood, the curriculum is organised around six areas :

· Communication, language and literacy – speaking, listening, group discussion and interaction, drama, reading, writing, speech and language therapy

· Problem-solving, reasoning and numeracy – number, shape, space and measure, handling data, algebra

· Creative development – art and design; music; dance 

· Physical development – physical education : dance, games, gymnastics, swimming and water safety, athletics, outdoor and adventurous activities; occupational therapy;  physiotherapy
· Personal, social and emotional development –  personal, social, health and citizenship education, religious education

· Knowledge and Understanding of the World – science; history; geography; information and communication technology; design and technology
Integrating our learning, health, therapy and care provision to meet individual needs

At Meadow Wood, health and therapy is an integral feature of the curriculum. Health and therapy colleagues – speech and language therapy, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, nursing and medical – support children’s learning and development by :

· helping children to maintain good posture, appropriate muscle tone and ease of movement, and encouraging the development, refinement or maintenance of skills in independent mobility

· providing guidance to education staff to encourage the development of children’s mobility, coordination, orientation, fine, gross and whole body skills within the curriculum

· positioning children so that they can learn effectively
· helping children to manage eating and drinking

· promoting relaxation and support to help children manage stress and anxiety

· promoting children’s autonomy and independence through the use of specialist aids and equipment

· developing children’s self-esteem

· identifying, assessing and meeting individual needs in language and communication

· allowing children’s behaviour and alternative ways of communicating to be acknowledged and understood

· increasing interaction, communication and self-expression

· developing an awareness of themselves and others

Approaches to teaching and children’s learning and development

Teaching

Curriculum planning brings together strategic planning decisions for each area of the curriculum and shows the balance between different parts of the curriculum in each key stage.  Curriculum planning also provides guidelines and practical advice for colleagues which helps them teach each subject, identify appropriate resources and stress important points to consider when teaching.  There are three levels of curriculum planning :

· long-term plans which indicate what is to be learned during an academic year

· medium-term plans which define intended learning outcomes, teaching activities and resources over a half-term

· short-term plans which set out the detailed intentions of teaching and learning in the classroom on a daily basis, establish learning targets and success criteria for children, and incorporate health, therapy, care and other personal needs

Effective teaching means that : 

· the teaching of skills and knowledge is fully informed by a detailed understanding of children’s needs

· planning incorporates children’s learning, health, therapy, care and personal needs

· teaching is knowledgeable, stimulating and exciting, uses resources imaginatively, and makes intellectual and creative demands on children to become confident learners

· planning ensures that collective and individual learning objectives and success criteria for children are clear 

· learning opportunities lead to progress through the careful and deliberate sequencing of curriculum content and experiences, building on previous learning and achievements to promote future learning

· opportunities to re-learn or reinforce knowledge and skills are provided

· all children are provided with opportunities to succeed

· homework is an integral part of learning and is set weekly

· parents are involved in their children’s learning and supported in this by Class Teachers

· the communication needs of children are recognised and appropriate communicative methods are employed to promote understanding and learning and independence

· teachers relate to children in a way which is consistently encouraging and which promotes confidence, achievement and self-sufficiency through constant feedback

· children’s contributions are valued and respected, and they are involved in their learning 

· information and communications technology – including access technology – is a considered part of curriculum planning

Learning 

      Meeting the individual needs of our children requires that :

· questioning and explaining are used well to consolidate, extend and verify what children know, understand and can do

· children have opportunities to learn with and through each other 

· learning opportunities match children’s individual needs and the range of curriculum opportunities

· children should have opportunities to investigate, experiment, listen, observe, communicate, ask questions, role play, retrieve information, imagine, repeat, copy, problem-solve, make choices and decisions, and play

· children should be able to learn by themselves, in small groups, with their whole class, and with the whole school, as well as with peers in mainstream settings when opportunities arise

· plenary sessions are used to review, reinforce and evaluate learning

· attainment and progress are recorded daily

· individual records of achievement are updated regularly
Development

The opportunity to learn and practise skills is an integral part of our children’s development.  At Meadow Wood, children are provided with opportunities to develop a range of skills through the curriculum :  

· key skills – communication, application of number, information technology, working with others, improving own learning and performance and problem-solving; information-processing, reasoning, enquiry, creative thinking, evaluation

· thinking skills – sensory awareness and perception, use and coordination of senses, predicting and anticipating, remembering, understanding  cause and effect, linking objects, events and experiences, thinking creatively and imaginatively

· physical, orientation and mobility skills, – fine motor skills, whole body skills, positioning, managing the environment, tolerating and / or managing mobility aids

· organisation and study skills – attending to, and directing attention, sustaining interest and motivation, managing own time, completing  tasks, taking a responsibility for tasks

· personal, social and emotional skills – dressing and undressing, eating and drinking, personal hygiene, using the toilet, medical routines, managing own behaviour, managing own emotions

· daily living skills – making drinks and snacks, preparing food and cooking, planning for a balanced diet, following instructions and recipes, using appliances, understanding health and safety in the kitchen, getting to know a local area, shopping, using a telephone, getting help, using money, planning for and using public transport

· leisure and recreation skills – communicating preferences and choices, 

making effective use of time, choosing, watching,  listening to and evaluating media, and using different facilities and amenities in the community

· play skills –  discovery, physical, creative, imaginative, manipulative, social

Monitoring, evaluation and review

Working practices contained within the framework will be monitored and evaluated by the Leadership team.  The Teaching, Learning and Development Framework will be reviewed by the Children Committee during Summer Term 2011.  
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